Famous Miracles

God’s Glory

-The Flood/the Ark
-The Ten Plagues
-The Parting of the Red Sea
-Pillar of Cloud/Fire
-Mana/Quail/Water from the Rock
-His Descent upon Sinai
-The Parting of the Jordan River
-Jericho’s Walls
And the list could go on and on and on…

Why did God perform these miracles?
Why doesn’t God do them today?

Why did God perform these miracles?
God acts, intervenes, performs miracles in order to
display His glory.
God wants to make Himself known to us.
But doesn’t it make God sound…arrogant..to speak of
Him doing everything for His glory?

Glory vs. Vainglory

Glory vs. Vainglory

-Glory: high renown or honor won by notable
achievements; magnificence; great beauty.

-Glory: high renown or honor won by notable
achievements; magnificence; great beauty.

-Vainglory: inordinate pride in oneself or one's
achievements; excessive vanity.

-Vainglory: inordinate pride in oneself or one's
achievements; excessive vanity.
The vainglorious seek to earn glory through
performance of great deeds.
In contrast, God expresses His glory though His
miracles.

One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and
teachers of the law were sitting there. They had
come from every village of Galilee and from Judea
and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with
Jesus to heal the sick. Some men came carrying a
paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him into
the house to lay him before Jesus. When they could
not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they
went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat
through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right
in front of Jesus.
Luke 5:17-19

When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your
sins are forgiven.”
The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began
thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who
speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God
alone?”
Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked,
“Why are you thinking these things in your hearts?
Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to
say, ‘Get up and walk’?
Luke 5:20-23

But I want you to know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the
paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and
go home.” Immediately he stood up in front of them,
took what he had been lying on and went home
praising God.

Jesus performed two miracles that day: a spiritual one
and a physical one.

Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They
were filled with awe and said, “We have seen
remarkable things today.”
Luke 5:24-26

The people who were there that day missed the first
one, the greater miracle, because they were focussed
only on what they had seen.

We are often tempted to look at the wonders of the Bible
and think, “I wish I could have seen that!”

We are indwelt by the Almighty God, the very Spirit
who raised Christ from the dead!

Ironically, the people who saw those wonders were
looking forward to now and saying to themselves, “I
can’t wait to experience that!” (See 1 Peter 1:10-12)

If we are “alive in Christ,” we are the expressions of
greater glory!

“But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is
subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life
because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your
mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.”
Romans 8:10-11

“For what was glorious has no glory now in
comparison with the surpassing glory. And if what was
transitory came with glory, how much greater is the
glory of that which lasts!…And we all…are being
transformed into his image with ever-increasing
glory….”
2 Corinthians 3:10-11, 18

Jesus healed the man as a sign of His power to
perform the greater miracle, the eternal miracle, of
forgiving his sins and healing his spirit.

If we’re not careful, we can make the same mistake.

We have experienced a measure of glory, something so
wondrous and full of awe, that those who saw rivers
part, who saw the sun and moon stand still, died with a
measure of unfulfillment because they didn’t live to
experience this!

To those asking, “Why doesn’t God do great miracles
today like He did in the Bible?” our answer is these:
He is doing greater miracles.
I am one of His greater miracles.

They experienced some of the smaller wonders of the
Old Covenant, even God’s Spirit resting upon them.
We have experienced the greater miracle of the New
Covenant: forgiveness of sins and God’s Spirit
residing in us.

Our Response
1) Thank God for His glorious intervention in your life
–saving, changing, & dwelling within you along with personal
miracles

2) Seek a renewed sense of awe and wonder for the
greater miracle of His Spirit dwelling within you
3) Ask God to reveal to you ways in which you can
express His glory in your daily life

“Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the
works I have been doing, and they will do even greater
things than these, because I am going to the Father.”
John 14:12

