
Blessing 
& Duty

Background - Ancient World History
1) Jewish Feasts & Church History
2) Case Study: Cyrus the Great

Application

Passover - sacrifice of a lamb so that the Angel of 
Death would “pass over” your home

—First celebrated while the Hebrews were slaves in 
Egypt / Fulfilled in Christ’s death on the cross

For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 
1 Corinthians 5:8

Firstfruits - offering to God a sheaf of wheat as an act of 
thanksgiving for the harvest

—Jesus was resurrected on the morning of the firstfruits 
offering 

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death 
came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes 
also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all 
will be made alive. But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; 
then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 

1 Corinthians 15:20-23



Jesus died on Passover…
...and was resurrected on Firstfruits.
The Church, itself, was birthed on the Feast of 
Pentecost, a celebration of the harvest.
“‘From the day after the Sabbath, the day you brought 
the sheaf of the wave offering, count off seven full 
weeks. Count off fifty days up to the day after the 
seventh Sabbath, and then present an offering of new 
grain to the Lord.”

Leviticus 23:15-16

"If we really want to understand the meaning of 
Pentecost, it must be related to the fact that God is 
gathering for Himself a harvest of people....Whenever we 
talk about Pentecost, we must not talk only of blessing 
but also of duty. If we try to do the duty of harvest or 
evangelism and have no power from the Spirit, then we 
will be unable to do it. However, if we have all delight and 
no duty, we will wind up as a kind of spiritual "bless-me 
club" and not complete God's mission to the world. 
Pentecost joins these elements of God blessing His 
people and sending them into the harvest.”

George O. Wood, General Superintendent of the AG

Pentecost highlights the idea of God assigning 
someone a duty or mission and them empowering 
them to accomplish it.

This has been one of His primary methods of involving 
Himself in our world.

Examples: Moses, Joshua, Samson, David, the whole 
nation of Israel

Cyrus II (the Great) | 600BC - 530BC
—King of Anshan, a small city on the edge of several 
great empires

—Eventually, Cyrus would conquer these great 
empires and take on the titles “King of the Universe” 
and “King of Kings”

This is the Cyrus whom God chose to free His people 
from Babylon



“This is what the Lord says to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whose right hand I take hold of to subdue nations before 
him and to strip kings of their armor, to open doors before 
him so that gates will not be shut: I will go before you and 
will level the mountains; I will break down gates of bronze 
and cut through bars of iron. I will give you hidden 
treasures, riches stored in secret places, so that you may 
know that I am the Lord, the God of Israel, who summons 
you by name. For the sake of Jacob my servant, of Israel 
my chosen, I summon you by name and bestow on you a 
title of honor, though you do not acknowledge me. 

Isaiah 45:1-4 

“I am the Lord, and there is no other; apart from me there 
is no God. I will strengthen you, though you have not 
acknowledged me, so that from the rising of the sun to the 
place of its setting people may know there is none besides 
me. I am the Lord, and there is no other. I form the light 
and create darkness, I bring prosperity and create 
disaster; I, the Lord, do all these things.
I will raise up Cyrus in my righteousness: I will make all 
his ways straight. He will rebuild my city and set my exiles 
free, but not for a price or reward, says the Lord Almighty.”

Isaiah 45:5-7, 13 

God used Cyrus to free His people from Babylon, and 
yet Cyrus would not enjoy in the reward.

Cyrus was a chess piece for God to use, a tool within 
His hand.
He was forced to do what God wanted, unlike the other 
examples we mentioned like Moses and David.

They were chosen for a duty or a mission but also for a 
blessing.

For Cyrus, the blessing was two-fold, both being 
temporary:
—Blessing of divine power to accomplish God’s 
mission
—Blessing of being king

For us, the blessing is incalculable and eternal:
—Blessing of power to accomplish our mission
—Blessing of God’s presence in our lives
—Blessing of the resurrection, spiritual & physical



For Christ’s love compels us, because we are 
convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 
And he died for all, that those who live should no 
longer live for themselves but for him who died for 
them and was raised again. 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15

It’s the love of Jesus and the presence of His Spirit 
within us that compels us to accomplish our mission.

We are both part of God’s harvest and also His harvest 
workers.

Pentecost isn't just about a blessing of power but a 
blessing of duty, a privilege that God would choose 
rebels who didn't acknowledge Him (at first), and make 
us His children and His royal representatives. 

Prayer Response

1) Thank God that we have been “harvested.”

2) Thank God for the privilege of your position.

3) Ask God to open your eyes to the ripe harvest fields 
that surround you


